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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Original) An antenna for use with an object having a conductive surface, 
the antenna comprising: 

a patch antenna circuit configured to receive an interrogation signal and to radiate 
a modulated signal; 

the patch antenna circuit comprising means for attachment to the conductive 
surface of the object, and a first conductive lead electrically coupled to the conductive surface of 
the object to use the conductive surface of the object as a functional element of the patch antenna 
circuit for receiving the interrogation signal and radiating the modulated signal. 

2. (Original) The antenna of claim 1 wherein the patch antenna circuit 
comprises a patch antenna formed on a dielectric base. 

3. (Original) The antenna of claim 2, comprising a second conductive lead 
coupled to the patch antenna. 

4. (Currently Amended) The antenna of claim 3 wherein the dielectric base 
comprises an adhesive formed thereon for attaching the dielectric base to the reflective 
conductive surface. 

5. (Currently Amended) A communication device for use with an object 
having a conductive surface, the communication device comprising: 

an electronic circuit configured to receive an interrogation signal and to generate a 
modulated signal in response to the interrogation signal; and 
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an antenna circuit coupled to the electronic circuit and configured for attachment 
to the conductive surface of the object to use the conductive surface as a component of the 
antenna circuit to receive the interrogation signal and to radiate the modulated signal; 

a patch antenna and a dielectric base; and 

a first conductive member coupled to the patch antenna and a second conductive 
member coupled to the conducti ve surface of the object . 

6.-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7-5_wherein the dielectric base 
comprises an adhesive formed thereon for attaching the dielectric base to the reflective 
conductive surface. 

9. (Currently Amended) A tagged object for use in a radio frequency 
communication system, comprising: 

an electrically-conductive surface integrally formed as part of the tagged object; 

a communication device that comprises an electronic circuit configured to receive 
an interrogation signal and to generate a modulated signal in response to the interrogation signal; 
and 

an antenna circuit coupled to the electronic circuit and attached to the electrically- 
conductive surface of the object to use the conductive surface as a component of the antenna 
circuit to receive the interrogation signal and to radiate the modulated signal , the antenna circuit 
comprising a patch antenna formed on a dielectric base; and 

a first conductive member coupled to the patch antenna and a second conductive 
member coupled to the conductive surface of the object . 

10. -11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Currently Amended) The object of claim -H-9_wherein the dielectric base 
comprises an adhesive formed thereon for attaching the dielectric base to the reflective 
conductive surface. 

13. (Currently Amended) A communication system for use with an object 
formed of a conductive material, the system comprising: 

a first communication device configured to transmit an interrogation signal and to 
receive a modulated signal in response thereto; and 

a second communication device comprising an electronic circuit configured to 
receive the interrogation signal and to generate a modulated signal in response to the 
interrogation signal, and an antenna circuit coupled to the receiver electronic circuit and attached 
to the object and electrical electrically coupling to the conductive material of the object to use the 
conductive material as a component of the antenna circuit for receiving the interrogation signal 
and radiating the modulated signal. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13 wherein the patch antenna circuit 
comprises a patch antenna and a dielectric base. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising a first 
conductive member coupled to the patch antenna and a second conductive member coupled to 
the reflective surface conductive material of the object. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the dielectric base 
comprises an adhesive formed thereon for attaching the dielectric base to th e reflective surface 
conductive material . 

17. (Currently Amended) A monitoring system, comprising: 

an object to be monitored, the object formed of a conductive material; 
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a first communication device configured to transmit an interrogation signal and to 
receive a modulated signal in response thereto; and 

a second communication device comprising an electronic circuit configured to 
receive an interrogation signal and to generate a modulated signal in response to the interrogation 
signal, and an antenna circuit coupled to the receiver electronic circuit and attached to the object 
and electrical electrically coupling to the conductive material of the object to use the conductive 
material as a component of the antenna circuit to receive the interrogation signal and to radiate 
the modulated signal whereby a condition of the object is monitored by the first communication 
device. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein the patch antenna circuit 
comprises a patch antenna and a dielectric base. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, further comprising a first 
conductive member coupled to the patch antenna and a second conductive member coupled to 
the reflective surface conductive material of the object. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 19 wherein the dielectric base 
comprises an adhesive formed thereon for attaching the dielectric base to th e reflective surface 
conductive material . 

21. (New) The antenna of claim 1 wherein the object is a can or luggage tag. 

22. (New) The antenna of claim 3 wherein the second conductive lead passes 
through the dielectric base. 

23. (New) The communication device of claim 5 wherein the electronic 
circuit is powered by the interrogation signal. 
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24. (New) The communication device of claim 5 wherein the electronic 
- circuit is powered by a battery. 

25. (New) The object of claim 9 wherein the second conductive member 
passes through the dielectric base. 

26. (New) The system of claim 14 wherein the second conductive member 
passes through the dielectric base. 

27. (New) The system of claim 19 wherein the second communication device 
is at least one of a passive tag, semi-passive tag, and active tag. 

28. (New) The system of claim 19 wherein the second conductive member 
passes through the dielectric base. 
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